ipirituel Care 


fhe five dioceses of California have sent priests into these labor 
camps to care for the spiritual needs of the men. The respon se is trem- 
endous. ‘bout 95% attend Mass ana when eiven opportunity 1/4 to 1/2 go 
to sonfession and communion, 


inee 1950 the Archbishop of Gan francisco, Most Rev. John J. 
Mitty, hes set up the Missionary Apostolete + which hes as varté of its 
wort assigned the care of the braceros in the iInbor camps. The first 
objective of the Missionary Apostolete hes been to provide for each 
bracero the opportunity to attend Mess at least once during the season. 
There were in 1957 325 Masses offered in 246 labor Gemps of dDraceros 
and of some 35 parishes with Mexican nationals nine had Sundsey nicht 
Maes with a Spanish sermon, 52,50 different individual men attended 
Mass at least once in their own camps, Whereas the average total at tond~ 
ahnee at the Sunday nicht Messes in the churches wes 1,770. bout 2,550 
me: went to confession ani received communion at least ome. it mi; ht 
be men tioned here that the sost effeetive means of eo Vers ng the labor 
camps has been offering the Mass on the week-dey evenin in the camps 
themselves, with the men — ndingly singing the Mass aoama when ve 
find them we even invite the protestant evancelizers to com, and they 
learn te sing © MARIA ADRE BIA. 


Despite this heartenim response we are seriously coneerned about 
the bracero system for tw reasons: (1) the pestoral care that the 
Church ean ceive cannot overcom the demoralizing effect of the bracero 
life iteeif, (2) there is mounting mwessure being brought to bear upon 
the legislature to make the imsortation of braceres permanent by strik- 
ing out the expiration date of “ublic 4aw 78 or extending it indefinitely 
and to use braceros not only for seasonal wrk but also for the permanent 
year round jobs in agriculture. 


(California Senate Joint Jesoiution Nov. 16 - March 10, 1956 - Heiative 
to an extension of Fublic Lar 76, 
HEREAS, California leads the Nation in the number and 
value of its ‘oom ereial ereps; ond 
HEREAS, Many of these orops are highly specialized and 
have & shor t and eritios 1 hervestins pericd; ad 
HENEAS, Large numbers of farm workers sre needed to 
handle . cultivate, * nd harvest these ecropa; and 
HEREAS, There are insufficient domestic farm workers in 
galiforn: a t perform these functions; end 
AS, Mexican national farm laborers, admitted te this 
state under the provisions of Public Liaw 78 of the Eiehty- 
second Congress, have net Valifornia emergency farm labor 
needs, thereby preventing losses to the State's basic mdustry 
and segments of the State's economy associated therewith; 
now, therefore, be it . me > ants 
Hesolvyed by the senate sm Assenb x of 36 State of Cali- 
fornia, iointiy, That 7 the Legisiat cure of the State of Californie 
respectfully memorializea the Congress of the United States 
to wAke~a-einphe-aetenston repeal the terminstion Gate of 
June 50, 1959, contained in : ‘Seetion S09 of Public Law 76; of 
the Sichty-voeom Congress, es amen ded; and be it further 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be hereby 
directed to transmit copies ef this resolution to the President 
end Vico President of the United ot: dad I to the Speaker of 
the House of Hepresentatives, end ™ each Senator and Hepre- 
sentative from Ualifornia in the Cone Te 80 of the United States.) 
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